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my fancy". The preference to Vrndavana
which Chaitaiiya indicated in the above words
was probably meant to give to his followers a
localised place of sanctity for the culture of
faith. In consequence, all the spots associated
with the incidents of Krsna's life from the time
he was brought to Vindavana down to his final
departure, were identified by his followers ; and
these turned in course of a few years into sacred
shrines.
Vrndavana was, of course, an ancient Hindu
shrine, MatJmra was a great centre of Buddhist
activity as early as the 2nd century B. C.
Mr. Growse, however, denies that Vrndavana
was ever noted as a reputed seat of the
Buddhists. Of late years some images of the
Budhha have been discovered there, proving that
the Buddhists had also erected temples at that
place in ancient times.
But to the Hindus, especially the Vaisnavas, the
place was a sacred one from times immemorial. In
comparatively modern tiroes we find Ilamanuja
paying a visit to Vrndavana in the llth century.
Madhavendra Purl, Aclvaita and Nityananda had
visited it before Chaitanya did. The place lay
neglected in the midst of a deep jungle. The
enthusiastic recognition of it by Chaitanya, how-
ever, led to its fresh glorification and advancement.
Rupa, Sanatana, Lokanatha, Jiva and Raghu-
natha spent a great part of their lives in this